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A Long Way Gone – Guided Reading Questions


Possible Memoir/Journal Writing Topics 
· In Chapter 2 Ishmael acknowledges that his present life in New York will forever be affected by his past in Sierra Leone. Describe a moment from your past that has significantly affected who you are today.

· Ishmael is forced to steal food because he is starving.  Describe a time when you were forced to do something you did not want to do out of necessity or pressure from friends.
Vocabulary

Bayonet




Crapes
Sleepers




Cassava

Chapter 3

1.  What name did the RUF have for when they chop off all of a person’s fingers except for their thumbs?  Explain the irony in this. 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2.   Why didn’t the soldiers stay to protect the people of Mattru Jong?  What do you think you would have done if you were in their position?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

3.  Why would the RUF keep women and children?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

4.  What did the RUF do to the young boys with the bayonet?  How did this affect how they were treated by other people?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Chapter 4

5.  Why do the boys sneak back to Mattru Jong?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

6.  How does Junior manage to avoid being shot by the rebels when he is trying to cross the clearing?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

7.  Was it right for the boys to steal other people’s food? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Chapter 5

8.  Describe three ways hunger begins to affect the behavior of the group.
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

9.  Describe your reaction to the RUF’s treatment of the old man.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

10.  What does Ismael identify as his only freedom?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

11.  Even though Mattru Jong is dangerous, it is difficult for the boys to leave.  Why do you think this is?

 ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

12. Write 3 questions you have after reading the first five chapters of the memoir.
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

13. Provide a comment or review on what you have read so far.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

